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FOREWORD 


BY  THE  CHAIRMAN 


In  presenting  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Northallerton  Hospitals 
Management  Committee,  my  remarks  need  only  be  brief,  as  the  Report  itself 
presents  a  very  full  resume  of  the  work  of  the  Hospitals  within  the  Group, 
and  the  Officials  concerned  in  their  administration. 

The  harmonious  and  efficient  working  of  the  various  Sub- Committees 
has  been  of  immense  help  to  the  Management  Committee,  and  their  co¬ 
operation  has  done  much  towards  ensuring  the  smooth  running  of  the 
Hospitals. 

It  is  always  the  main  concern  of  the  Members  of  the  Management 
Committee  to  promote  the  well-being  of  the  Patients,  and  their  efforts  are 
directed  to  that  end.  In  this  they  are  loyally  served  by  the  Matrons,  Staff 
and  Officials,  whose  unceasing  efforts  ensure  the  efficiency  of  their  various 
departments. 

To  them  I  would  express  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  Committee 
for  their  conscientious  discharge  of  the  important  duties  entrusted  to  them. 


J.  WESTON  ADAMSON. 
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Chairman. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

NORTHALLERTON  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 

for  the  period  5th  July,  1948  to  31st  December,  1949. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  have  pleasure  in  presenting  its 
First  Annual  Report  for  the  period  5th  July,  1948  to  the  31st  December,  1949. 

The  Committee  was  established  by  the  Minister  of  Health  to  control 
and  manage  the  day-to-day  administration  of  the  hospitals  comprising  No. 
18  Group  of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Regional  Board,  and  details  of  these 
hospitals  are  given  later  in  the  Report. 

Area. 

The  area  which  is  generally  understood  to  be  served  by  the  hospitals  is 
the  Northallerton  Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  but  as  the  Health  Service  is  a 
national  one,  patients  are  admitted  from  further  afield. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

The  Committee  comprises  representatives  from  a  former  voluntary 
hospital  committee,  the  medical  and  nursing  professions,  and  other  public 
bodies,  but  one  of  the  main  features  of  the  organisation  of  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committees  is  that  its  members  function  as  individuals  and  not  as 
representatives  of  any  particular  organisation. 

The  first  meeting  was  held  early  in  July,  1948,  but  at  that  time  none  of 
the  Committee’s  officers  had  been  appointed.  The  appointments  of 
Secretary-Finance  Officer  and  Supplies  Officer  were  made  on  the  16th  July, 
1948,  but  these  officers  did  not  take  up  duty  until  September  of  that  year. 

Meetings  of  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  are  held  in  the  Board 
Room  at  the  Friarage  Hospital  on  the  third  Friday  of  each  month. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  deeply  regrets  to  record  the 
death  of  County  Alderman  T.  Place,  one  of  the  original  members.  Although 
his  term  of  office  was  brief  it  is  felt  that  by  his  passing  the  Committee  has 
lost  a  wise  and  able  member. 

Councillor  A.  E.  Skelton  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Sub-Committees. 

The  Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee  has  met  monthly  to  deal 
with  staffing  and  financial  matters  in  detail  for  submission  to  the  Hospital 
Management  Committee  at  their  monthly  meeting,  and  to  control  the 
expenditure  of  the  group. 

An  Establishment  Sub-Committee  was  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  an  establishment  of  domestic  workers  and  out-door  staff  for  the 
hospitals  in  the  group. 
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Medical  Staff  Advisory  Committee. 

A  Medical  Staff  Advisory  Committee  has  been  established  to 
advise  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  the  medical  aspect  of 
hospital  affairs  generally  and  to  submit  proposals  for  the  improvement  of  the 
service  as  they  think  desirable. 


Hospitals  and  Clinics  Administered  by  the  Committee. 


Rutson  Hospital,  Northallerton 

Tel.  No.  Northallerton 

23 

Friarage  Hospital,  Northallerton 

M  yy 

675 

Infirmary 

yy  y  y 

185 

Maternity  Hospital,  Northallerton 

y  y  y  y 

18 

Isolation  Hospital,  Northallerton 

y y  yy 

133 

Chest  Clinic,  Rutson  Hospital,  Northallerton 

y  y  yy 

23 

Details  of  Hospitals. 

Rutson  Hospital. 

This  hospital  is  situated  in  the  High  Street  of  the  pleasant  market  town 
of  Northallerton  and  has  a  bed  complement  of  28  for  medical,  surgical  and 
accident  cases.  The  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
approved  of  beds  being  provided  under  Sections  4  and  5  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  at  this  hospital,  viz  : — 

Section  4.  Part  payment  accommodation.  3  beds 

Section  5.  Pay  bed  accommodation — full  cost  4  beds. 

Since  the  1st  October,  1949,  the  hospital  has  been  regarded  as  a  General 
Practitioner  Hospital  whereby  general  practitioners  can  supervise  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  their  own  patients. 

No  major  adaptations  or  improvements  have  been  necessary  as  the 
hospital  was  handed  over  to  the  Minister  in  first  class  order. 

Medical  Staff. 

Visiting  Consultant  Staff. 

Physician  .  .  G.  D.  Owen,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

Surgeons  .  .  D.  0.  Dickson,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (Ed.). 

B.  S.  Cran,  m.d.,  f.r.c.s.  (Ed.). 

E.N.T.  Surgeon.  .  R.  M.  Marshall,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (Ed.). 

Radiologist  .  .  W.  Irwin,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.m.r.e. 
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General  Practitioners. 

K.  C.  Balfour,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

J.  H.  Bielby,  m.b. ,  CH.B. 

L.  G.  Boyd,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

J.  M.  Davey,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

D.  M.  Mackenzie,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

A.  E.  Milne,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

K.  H.  Oldfield,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

J.  O.  M.  Wedderburn,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

J.  P.  Yeoman,  m.b.,  b.s. 

General  Practitioner  Anaesthetists — part-time. 

J.  O.  M.  Wedderburn,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

A.  E.  Milne,  m.b.,  ch.b. 


Secretary  :  M.  R.  Wallace. 


Visiting  Days. 


Officers. 

Matron  :  Miss  G.  Inman,  r.r.c., 

S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Assistant  Matron  :  Miss  A.  Clegg, 
s.r.n.,  s.c.M. ,  Housekeeping  Certificate. 


Statistics. 


Wednesdays  (Market  Day),  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 
2  p.m.  to  3-45  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 


1948  1949 

Total  bed  complement  .  .  .  .  .  .  28  28 

No.  of  patients  discharged  or  died  during  the  year  473  496 

Average  daily  number  of  beds  occupied  .  .  18-47  21 

Average  length  of  stay  (days)  .  .  .  .  13  17 


Out-patients. 

No.  of  new  patients 

No.  of  attendances 

No.  of  attendances  as  casualties 


. .  1,553  431 

\  2,253 

/  E017 


FRIAR  AGE  HOSPITAL. 

This  Hospital  was  opened  in  1940  as  an  E.M.S.  Hospital  and  was  taken 
over  by  the  Royal  Air  Force  in  January,  1943  and  finally  relinquished  by  the 
service  authority  in  February,  1948.  The  hospital  buildings  remained 
empty  until  May,  1948,  when  through  the  efforts  of  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  it  was  re-opened  as  an  annexe  of  the  Adela  Shaw  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
admitting  children  to  Wards  9  to  12  requiring  treatment  for  orthopaedic 
conditions. 
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A  scheme  for  the  development  of  the  hospital  as  a  general  hospital  was 
agreed  with  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  early  in  January,  1949,  two 
wards,  7  and  8,  of  24  beds  each,  were  opened  as  adult  female  and  male 
orthopaedic  wards.  Towards  the  middle  of  the  same  year  Wards  5  (20  beds) 
and  6  (24  beds)  were  opened  for  female  and  male  surgical  cases  respectively. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  bed  complement  had  been  increased  from 
88  beds  on  5th  July,  1948  to  180  on  the  31st  December,  1949. 

As  consultative  medical  stalf  appointed  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
took  up  duty,  out-patient  clinics  were  established  and  the  following  clinics 
were  functioning  at  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

Day  of  Clinic.  Speciality.  Consultant 

Wednesday  . .  Surgical  . .  F.  S.  Gregory,  f.r.c.s. 

(morning). 

Wednesday  . .  Medical  . .  Doctor.  G.  D.  Owen. 

(afternoon). 

Thursday  .  .  Orthopaedic  .  .  G.  Parker,  f.r.c.s. 

(afternoon). 

An  appointment  system  is  in  operation  and  every  endeavour  was  made 
to  obviate  patients  having  to  spend  lengthy  periods  in  the  waiting  rooms 
prior  to  being  seen  by  the  Consultant. 

On  the  appointed  day  the  Physiotherapy  Department  was  staffed  by  one 
physiotherapist,  but  in  June  and  November  of  1948  two  additional  appoint¬ 
ments  were  made. 

The  Hospital  was  approved  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as  a  com¬ 
plete  training  school  for  male  and  female  nurses  with  effect  from  the  12th 
January,  1949,  and  by  the  Orthopaedic  Council  for  the  Orthopaedic  Nursing 
Certificate. 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  administer  a  special  school  at 
the  hospital  on  behalf  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  Local  Education 
Authority,  and  the  teaching  staff  comprise  a  Head  Teacher  and  three  Assistant 
Teachers,  one  of  whom  supervises  the  education  of  the  children  in  each  of 
the  children’s  wards.  In  the  opinion  of  the  Hospital  Management  Com¬ 
mittee  the  arrangements  are  most  valuable  in  as  much  as  the  education  of 
the  children  is  not  interrupted  by  reason  of  their  stay  in  hospital,  which,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  is  a  lengthy  one. 
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Improvements  undertaken  and  contemplated. 


The  following  capital  building  works  were  completed  in  the  years  under 
review  : — 

Former  dental  clinic  Adapted  as  a  flat  for  quarters  for  the  Matron. 

Boundary  Fence  :  The  Flospital  has  been  enclosed  by  a  boun¬ 

dary  chain  link  fence  to  prevent  unauthor¬ 
ised  persons  gaining  access  to  the  grounds. 

Casual  Wards,  Infirmary  :  These  old  casual  wards  were  adapted  to 

provide  an  excellent  central  stores. 

Former  Gas  Cleansing 

Station  :  Adapted  for  use  as  a  gas  cylinder  store. 

In  addition,  the  following  capital  building  schemes  are  contemplated  : — 

Culvert  :  Culverting  of  an  open  stream  running 

through  the  hospital  grounds. 

Side  Wards  :  Provision  of  two  side  rooms  in  each  of 

Wards  6,  7,  13  and  14. 


Geriatric  Unit  : 

Convalescent  Block 
Infirmary  : 


Adaptations  to  Ward  15  and  16  for  the 
treatment  of  chronic  sick  patients. 

Adaptations  to  provide  sleeping  accom¬ 
modation  for  12  Sisters. 


Ward  1  : 

X-ray  Department  : 
Recreation  Block  : 
Ward  2  : 


Adaptations  to  provide  a  clinical  and  patho¬ 
logical  laboratory. 

Adaptations  to  provide  an  up-to-date- 
department. 

Adaptations  to  provide  an  Up-to-date- 
Physiotherapy  Department. 

Adaptations  to  provide  a  Dispensary  and  a 
ten-bedded  ward  unit. 


Extension  to  Corridor  :  An  extension  to  the  corridor  to  connect 

Wards  9  to  12  to  Wards  13  to  16. 

New  Corridors  :  Erection  of  two  new  corridors  to  connect 

to  verandah  of  hutted  wards. 

The  following  works  of  a  minor  capital  nature  were  undertaken  : — 

(1)  Provision  of  concrete  bed  bays  to  Wards  7  and  8  to  allow  of  long 
stay  patients  being  taken  out  of  the  wards  on  suitable  days. 

(2)  Provision  of  entrance  lobby  to  Central  Stores. 

(3)  Adaptation  of  laboratory  at  north  end  of  Administrative  Block  to 
provide  a  temporary  dispensary. 

(4)  Complete  overhaul  of  equipment  in  main  kitchen,  laying  of  new 
floor,  and  purchase  of  electric  food  trolleys  to  convey  food  to 
wards. 
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Medical  Staff. 


Visiting  Consultant  Staff. 


Physician 

Radiologist 

Orthopaedic  Surgeons 

Consultant  Obstetrician  and 
Gynaecologist 


G.  D.  Owen,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

W.  Irwin,  m.b.,  b.ch.,  d.m.r.e. 

G.  Parker,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.c.s.  (Ed.) 

E.  P.  Waters,  f.r.c.s.  (Ed.). 

J.  S.  Hovell,  f.r.c.o.g. 


Surgical 


Senior  Registrar. 

. .  F.  S.  Gregory,  f.r.c.s.  (Ed.). 


Anaesthetist 

(part-time) 


General  Practitioners — Anaesthetists . 

\  J.  O.  M.  Wedderburn,  m.b.,  ch.b. 
J  R.  H.  Oldfield,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Officers. 


Secretary  :  M.  R.  Wallace.  Matron  :  Miss  G.  Inman,  r.r.c.,  s.r.n., 

S.C.M. 


Visiting  Days. 

Wednesdays. 
(Market  Day) 

1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 
(except  Surgical  Wards). 

Saturdays 

1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 


Thursdays. 


1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 
(Surgical  Wards  only) 

Sundays 

J 

1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 


Statistics. 


1948 

1949 

Total  bed  complement 

108 

180 

No.  of  patients  discharged  or  died  during  the  year.  . 

57 

478 

Average  daily  number  of  beds  occupied 

50 

104 

Average  length  of  stay  (days) 

114-9 

48 

Out-patients. 

No.  of  new  patients 

78 

634 

No.  of  attendances 

677 

1,590 

INFIRMARY. 


The  Infirmary  is  situated  in  close  proximity  to  the  Friarage  Hospital 
and  is  utilised  for  the  treatment  of  chronic  sick  patients.  Previous  to  the 
5th  July,  1948,  the  Infirmary  was  administered  by  the  North  Riding  of  York- 
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shire  County  Council.  No  major  adaptations  or  alterations  have  been 
undertaken  by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  since  the  hospital  was 
taken  over.  The  Ministry  of  Health  approved  of  six  beds  being  provided 
under  Section  4  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  but  no  requests 
were  received  for  the  use  of  these  beds  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
report. 

Medical  Staff. 

Advisory  Consultant. 

Physician  .  .  G.  D.  Owen,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  d.r.c.o.g. 

General  Practitioner. 

K.  C.  Balfour,  m.b.,  ch.b. 


Officers. 


Administration  Officer  .  .  J.  W.  Punch  (Resigned  7th  August,  1949). 

Matron  . .  . .  Mrs.  J.  W.  Punch,  s.r.n.  (Resigned  7th 

August,  1949). 

Secretary  :  M.  R.  Wallace.  Matron  :  Miss  G.  Inman,  r.r.c.,  d.r.n., 

S.C.M. 


Visiting  Days. 


Wednesdays. 

Saturdays. 

Sundays. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

2 — 4  p.m. 

Statistics. 

1948 

1949 

Total  bed  complement 

•  •  •  • 

70 

44# 

No.  of  patients  discharged, 

or  died  during 

the  year 

•  • 

190 

127 

Average  daily  number  of  beds 

occupied 

44 

43 

Average  length  of  stay  (days) 

•  •  «  •  • 

68 

39 

#  The  reduction  in  the  bed  com 

plement  was  due  to 

the  convalescent  block 

being  closed  for  the  treatment  of  patients  and  for  its  adaptation  as 
sleeping  accommodation  for  nursing  staff. 


MATERNITY  HOSPITAL. 

The  Maternity  Hospital  is  pleasantly  situated  in  its  own  grounds 
approximately  one  mile  from  the  centre  of  Northallerton,  and  prior  to  the 
5th  July,  1948,  was  administered  by  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County 
Council,  having  been  purchased  by  that  authority.  The  property  was 
previously  a  gentleman’s  residence  and  in  1939  was  taken  over  for  use  as  an 
Emergency  Maternity  Home,  admitting  patients  from  evacuation  districts, 
viz  :  London,  Sunderland,  Gateshead  and  Middlesbrough. 
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Patients  are  not  only  admitted  from  the  Northallerton  area,  but  from 
the  industrial  area  of  Tees-Side  and  comprise  chieflly  those  whose  home 
conditions  are  not  suitable  for  confinement. 

An  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  fortnightly  at  the  hospital,  at  which  patients 
are  examined  by  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist. 

External  decoration  of  the  property  was  carried  out  in  1949  and  an 
electrical  lighting  installation  installed.  The  latter  project  being  a  major 
capital  building  work. 

Medical  Staff. 

Visiting  Consultant  Staff. 

Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist :  J.  S.  Hovell,  f.r.c.o.g. 

General  Practitioner. 

D.  M.  Mackenzie,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Matron  :  Miss  R.  Cochran,  Reg.  General  Nurse,  s.c.m., 

Midwifery  Teacher’s  Diploma. 

Visiting  Days. 

Wednesdays  Saturdays  Sundays. 

7  p.m.  7  p.m.  7  p.m. 


Statistics. 


Total  bed  complement 

1948 

30 

1949. 

30 

No.  of  patients  discharged  or  died  during  the 
year 

288 

320 

Average  daily  number  of  beds  occupied 

12 

12 

Average  length  of  stay  (days) 

12 

12 

No.  of  births  during  year  (a)  live 

270 

300 

(b)  still 

9 

2 

No.  of  maternal  deaths  during  the  year 

— 

— 

No.  of  deaths  of  infants  born  in  the  hospital 
who  died  there  within  28  days  of  birth 

- 

2 

No.  of  infants  wholly  breast  fed  on  discharge.  . 

252 

286 

Out-patients. 

No.  of  new  patients 

106 

170 

No.  of  attendances 

360 

460 

12 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  on  the  south-east  outskirts  of  North¬ 
allerton,  approximately  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  prior  to  the 
5th  July,  1948,  was  administered  by  the  Northallerton  Rural  District  Council 
on  behalf  of  a  number  of  participating  local  authorities.  The  hospital 
stands  in  its  own  grounds  in  open  country. 

Since  the  hospital  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  an  electrical  heating  system  and  replacement  of  the  windows 
in  the  Scarlet  Fever  Block  have  been  carried  out.  The  bungalow  used  as 
quarters  for  the  Matron  has  been  externally  decorated. 

The  North  Riding  County  Council  as  local  health  authority  has  been 
allowed  to  house  an  ambulance  in  the  garage  which  is  used  solely  for  the 
transport  of  patients  to  and  from  the  hospital.  The  driver  being  supplied 
by  the  hospital  and  the  local  health  authority  paying  for  that  portion  of  his 
time  employed  on  ambulance  duties. 


Medical  Staff. 

General  Practitioner. 

A.  E.  Milne,  m.b.,  ch.b. 
Matron  :  Miss  M.  B.  Garland. 


Statistics. 


Total  bed  complement 

1948. 

30  8  cots. 

1949. 

30  8  cots. 

No  of  patients  discharged  or  died  during  the 
year 

38 

79 

Average  daily  number  of  beds  occupied 

4 

10 

Average  length  of  stay  (days) 

35-5 

52 

The  Hospital  Management  Committee  desire  to  place 

on  record  its 

appreciation  of  the  services  voluntarily  given  by  many  local  organisations 
and  individuals,  and  for  subscriptions  to  the  Amenity  Fund  from  which 
additional  comforts  are  provided  for  the  patients. 


J.  WESTON-ADAMSON.  Chairman. 
M.  R.  WALLACE.  Secretary. 


